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Opening Confession



“I never set out to 
be a blogger.”



Cost = free



Response = Mostly Positive



Still …
Questions remained



Why is it a
.com and .org?



Mid Life
Hydrology Crisis



Gohydrology



Go(ing through the motions)











Origin Story















During the annual spring drought …

everything goes dry!



Moving East to West

Wrong-way clouds























Kissimmee-Okeechobee-Everglades Ecosystem





Formed a
Watershed Team

























Data Sharing





Poor man’s data dump



Poor man’s data dump















Advice:

“You’re right, we 
need a war room!”





Weekly Update
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Four horseman of the Florida atmosphere

























Question: What type of blog is it?

Hydrology
blog

Everglades
blog



Answer:

Hydrology
blog

Everglades
blog



Answer:

Neither Not a blog



South Florida Watershed Journal
http://www.sfwj.blogspot.com



It’s about
the water cycle



CycleWater



CycleWater
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Cycle
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It’s free, fun and …



It’s incredibly 
dangerous!

Experts only



Everyone’s 
a winner!



How do we move beyond this static diagram?

i.e., how do we make the arrows move?























The water cycle is tough to follow …



Because data walls are high.



Worth 
the view
on the 

other side!



Perfect topic   
for a blog

in south Florida

Water
cycle =



Fall

WinterSpring

Summer



Fall

WinterSpring

Summer



Fall

WinterSpring

Summer



Fall

WinterSpring

Summer



Fall

WinterSpring

Summer



Flood
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Swamp Water Cycle



Once 
Upon A 
Week

Hydrology
That Everyone
Can Enjoy

1 + 1 + 1 + 1 …
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Go Hydrology!
http://www.gohydrology.org



Favorable
initial conditions



Historical data

Real-time data

Internet

Free Software



Ranger/hydrologist

Quick turn around

Some sense of humor

Semi-smart (not too smart)

Discipline



Swamp mystique

Watershed myth

Scenic beauty

Water cycle approach



Remote outpost

Small staff

In-house trust

Aquatic outreach



People’s 
hydrologist

Speaks to both lay 
and technical 
experts



Unintended
Consequences





41 Revisited



Made me better

Weighed me down

Kept me grounded



Blurred lines between …

• Work and play

• Office and home

• Being serious and 
joking



“Bob, when are you 
going to get a real job?”

Reoccurring Question:



Had fun

Gave me a 
voice

Suffered for
my art



Trends
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Positive
Outcomes



Shared
Lexicon

Fostered
collaboration

Multi-agency



Decoded hydrology

Unlocked past

Improved memory



Idea mill

Kept saw sharp

Multidisciplinary



Had fun together

People love water

People want to be 
connected to nature



“Nobody owns the 
water, man”

Unknown citizen



Not without perils



Gray
Area



Gray
Area



“illuminated,
celebrate, share”



“You tell me it’s the 
institution, you better 

free your mind instead”

John Lennon, Revolution



Success by failure



Ahead
Of Pack



Ahead
Of Pack



Antiquated in 
modern social 
media world

Webmaster 
failure

Database failure 





Lessons Learned



Less is more
Keep it light
Keep posting
Rule of the Ninja



Future Directions



Bring it back to 
some semblance of 

its former glory



I don’t know
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